The Segment Status of the Mandarin Glide: A Language Game Experiment
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The Question Experiment 1: Online Vowel Faithfulness Effect?
Big piCture queStion: Written response distribution * 24 test items containing /j/: Non_palatal onset 'tems Hiolate Ié-g Palatal onset ftems

* Non-palatal vs. palatal onset

e Stimuli & responses 1n Chinese
character text form.

e Sample size: 10 speakers.
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* What can speakers learn from ambiguous
phonological input?
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Case study: Mandarin prenuclear palatal glide /j/ ) o ot S Problem! - ?-
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non-palatal onsets palatai onsets on-pajatal Palatal No character for unattested *tcha
e.g. ta ljaw e of onset e.g. ta te"jaw Type of vowel Type of vowel
Research question: Finding:
How do Mandarin speakers analyze palatal onset-glide? = Finding: /y/ 1s more likely to be treated as an independent Vowel faithfulness might explain the preference for GG over
segment after non-palatal onsets, compared to palatal onsets. CG in oral responses to palatal items, but only partially.
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Secondary articulation of the onset| 1;, | .ia| GV Expen ent 2: | PErso PEaKe y PEaKe
(Duanmu 2000) Solution: Likelihood of glide treated as independent segment by speaker
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* The task: swap the onsets of a disyllabic word. Speater
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Original word: ‘coffee’ Codeword Vowel raising 1‘“136 /a/ = IEI/J;_ N e Mandarin speakers’ preferred /j/ glide segmentation:
» What speakers choose to do with the prenuclear glide ~ Example: paw gjen kjeep fresh’, 1t Segmted as C™. o non-palatal onset: CGV palatal onset: CSGV
. . . j . . .
can inform us ot its segmentation. PllajW] [“]En] == c][a]W] [PIEN - pen] is marked Vowel faithfulness plays a partial role in how speaker

pllajw| |¢||g|n| == clalw |p @ n %Repazr with [pan]  chooses between types of responses.
m Keep [¢] faithful * There is much speaker variation, but 3 types of speakers
emerge. Type I & II show consistent glide segmentation.

* Example: ta [jaw ‘star anise’: 3 choices for codeword.

. . allwl ¢l eln| == cillallw €in
t|[a] [1]i [alwl—1]a] [t]j]a]w E Ty P i

- Consistent with CGV Test item: [paw gien] *¢V | *Cen | ID-V | DEP
a.|GV: [eaw pjen] | o Next step: | |
tilal [lilalwl =llilal [t|alw CG response b.|CG: [claw pen] B How do speakers learn glide segmentation?
' th CG . ) %1
= Consistent with C7V c.|CG [g W Pan] : Many thanks to Adam Albright, Edward Flemming, Michael Kenstowicz, and Donca
N . ] d. | GG: [claw PJ en| ¥ Steriade for discussion and feedback. All remaining mistakes are my own.
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